THE 

"CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  ACTS," 
l/l^f^/IT  ARE  THEY? 

^!^'^is\rz  t;s.rMcTS^    r"-  ^ 

now  existing  Act  was  read  the  first  ti^L  ^T""^     ^^=^r<=^i  ^6th  1866  the 

Select  Committee,  all  the  membS  of  which  te  -fwn^  ''^^'''^  ed  a 

lation.    On  the  26th  of  April  the  BiTl  w.,  ""Ti"  ^^PPo^'ters  of  this  leHa! 

morning,  and,  when  a  faint  effoi^  was  madrfTr'"''^  °'<^l°<=k  in  the 

measure,  the  attempt  was  at  once  wLri^  most  important 

was  a  Bill  not  to  be  pubHcly  dTscussecP'  w"!,  ^^''''Suhr  gi-ound,  "  that  th  * 
ckuse,  wUch  would  Lve  afforded  some  sSitlnf^'y  *°  introduce  a 

the  irresponsible  powers  of  the  spy  police   L^^hl    T  ^^^""^^        ^buse  of 
cor^oborl-v?/".-^  information  shaU^be  made  shaft 

ifter  Cr",/'"  ^'"-^  P-sed  tirHon^e  of  ?n'  Commons  a 

7ti-Te;-S;^£^;LTe^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^-^ 

infer  their  object  a^nd  princ^ L    S2'd:  T  «°  *hat  one  is  left  to 

yet  these  Acts  deal  wi'th  ^/^''foS,^ licentiousness  of  ^men  and  wome^ 

was  the  chief  advnP«+o  7,f       .     openly  avowed.  The  l  itP  s/,  h     ^^^'^  '=onse- 

the  chief  cause  of  its  i  '  (^^""ssion  th.at  the  celibate  com  ^'^^"l 
«uch  Acts,  but  a  very  sfrn?^  '^morality,  is  no  justification  fnA,"^  " 
with  indignation  ami  thn  A °"  ^'^"^  «onti 4ry  wh y  tlL  «h  *f,«^^«tence  of 
maldng  provision  fo?  tbp  w-    ™^.  '°  organized  as  to  '  ■ '^"^  ^'^  '''^^''^^'i 

too  evident  that  ih^;,.  „        ^  ■^''^^  orer  the  entJvw  n     j    exists,  having 

flespotic  power.    If  a  noWm  P''"»  «-lothes         „f °  ^"^9*  '866,  sec.  =). 


t 


maristrato,  not  to  charge  her  with  any  offence,  bul  for  an  order  to  haTC  It  ascer- 
tained  whether  she  is  free  from  disease.  If  she  does  not  appear,  the  mat^strate, 
satisfied  with  the  informant's  "  belief-no  proof  being  required— may  order  hur, 
diseased  or  not,  to  be  periodically  examined  by  a  surgeon. 

The  Act  of  1 866  allows  a  woman  to  voluntarily  submit  herself,  by  written 
declaration,  to  this  surgical  examination,  for  any  period  not  exceeding  one 
vear  But  a  woman  who  refuses  to  submit  voluntarily,  can  be  brought 
before  the  magistrates  who  may  compel  her  to  submit,  without  any  power  to  appeal, 
or  to  demand  a  revision  of  this  degrading  sentence.  If  she  persists  in  her  refusal, 
she  may  be  imprisoned  until  she  submits,  and  this  may  be  done  again  and  again 
on  every  occasion  when  she  refuses  to  submit.  Women  are  frequently  thus  im- 
prisoned although  they  have  committed  no  crime,  and  have  not  even  been  proved 

*°What  is  thts  examination?"  It  is  not  described  in  the  Acts,  so  it  can  only 
be  stated  as  a  fact  that  it  is  instrumental,  indecent  and  degrading  It  is  the 
doom  equally  of  the  professional  prostitute  and  of  those  whom  want,  desertion 
the  wiles  of  brothel  keepers,  and  the  compulsion  of  parents,  have  quite  recently 
Jed  into  the  ways  of  sin.  This  revolting  surgical  examination  is  an  outrage  which 
vlolSes  the  feelings  of  those  whose  sense  of  shame  is  not  wholly  lost  and  fur- 
ther brutalises  the  most  abandoned,  by  destroying  the  last  remnant  of  modesty 

^^ttSSst  this  Acts  infringe  some  of  the  most  sacred  claims  of  personal 
freedo:^  £  of  tTe  safeguards  of  our  constitutional  lib^F^y  ^.«,v  ^^^^ V'fLZ 
chareed  with  an  offence  is  held  to  be  innocent  until  proved  guilty.  But  under 
Sesf  AcTs  in  flagrant  defiance  of  all  justice,  a  woman  is  dealt  with  as  guilty 

i^fd^^itLSXt^hirt:  ^reXrused  to  induce  the  women  to  sign  what 
fbv  a  sr^h^mockery)  is  called  the  "  Voluntary  Submission,''  which,  by  the  Acts 
£  th^  sTn^^  effect  as  ^  magistrate's  order.    Thus  the  accused  are  often  urged 

^^'^^oufadSLtrny  cases  of  abuse  of  authority  under  these  Acts  (al- 

+>,«^th  such  havTfreque        occurred),  the  fact  remains  that  an  unjust  law 

Ct,tlv  exeoXd     The  power  conceded  by  this  Law  to  the  police  is 

cannot  l^ej'^^^^y  f^'ff  f^^'it  Xces  any  woman  at  the  mercy  of  his  suspicion, 
almost  without  limit,  for  It  pl^^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

K^'LlZ  abused  M^eover,  SI  ecial  policemen  being  the  sole  ^vitnesses  against 
will  not  be  abused.  ®? /J'  ^g,.^  a^^e,  unfortunately  for  the  cause  of  justice 
Srth"ub'ert7ofth:  t^"not  Werent  to  the  is'sue.  since  a  conviction  is 
essential  to  justify  ^^^'J^'^'^^'^fj..,.  admitted  to  be  inevitable  (see  Act  1866, 
J'tr  Cwta^antnttn^^  -hose  character  is  once 

damaged      Bi^J-f^^^if^eWed  with  indiscretion  or  injury,  may  take  re- 
A  surgeon  01  his  assistant  cnaige  ^^^^^^  ^1^^ 

this  Act."  or  bv  compulsion  is  examined,  and  declared  to  bo 

They  may  be  infected  by  men  ;  and  are  so  I'^fected. 
^  W'ome^  who  submit  Perforce  or  0  h™^^^^ 

purposes  officially  R-'COGNISED  pkostituie^^^^^  _  suppression 

LeTOLERATEDbrothels     There  is  not  a  cia  ^^^^  ^  .understanding 

of  prostitution  or  brothels.     1  he  l^^cepers  01  harbour  a  liscastd  woman, 

with  the  spy  police  and  are  ^^^^ver  molested  ^^^^^^^  ^^.^^ 

For  this  offence  mly  they  are  hable  undei  ^^^^,^1  i„  pronouncing  thorn 

From  this  briet  nummary  of  these  i^^vvs  we  a  J        .     .^^  tendency,  opprcs- 

unrighteous  and  ""'^o'"^?*""^'^ "So^^  "  perpetuation 

sive  and  one-sided  in  t>ie»- openvtion ,  a  disnonour  ^^^^ 

of  class-legislation  in  its  moBt  ton^^  J     protected  in  their 

and  the  poorer  classes,  so  ^'^^^^"^  .,n-„se  Acts  have  introduced  into  the 
sinful  ways.    Let  no  one      deceived.  J 1^^^^^^^^  Prostitution!   I.  it  not 

^iS^^^^^^^  uUnditional  Kepeair 


This  Leaflet  Is 

Snjust,  and  unconstitutional  f  "/^J^t'^.j^fK^^     extending  its  opera- 

itirJ;  ?fwn°ir^tS  W^iWra.e  ur««itly  roq^^i  to  i^^r 
toi»  imiH.iiaiut  work. 


